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TEMPLE cHUR ch. 
On Sunday, November 1 5, 1761, 


Upon Occaſion of the DEATH of 
The Right Reverend Father in God, 
Dr. THOMAS SHERLOCK, 
late Lord Biſhop of Lox DON; 
Who Jnpatted this Life on the 18th of Fuly laſt, in the 
Eighty-fourth Year of his Age. 
.—u—ͤb b . ' 
BY SAMUEL NICOLLS, LL. p, 


Maſter of the Temple, Rector of St. James, Weſtminſter, © © 
and Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majeſty. 
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To the Wor $SHIPFUL the 


MASTERS of the BENCH 


Of the Two HonovrABLE 
SOCIETIES of the TEMPLE- 
THIS 5 | 
DISCOURSE 
Is with all due Reſpect lnſcribed, 


By their obliged humble Servant, 


SAMUEL NicoLLS. 
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HEBREWS XII 7. 


"LA them that have the Rule over you, 

who have ſpokeri unto you the Word of God; 

. _ whoſe Faith follow, conſidering the End of their 
| e | 


"HEN the Apoſtle to. the Hebrews 
calls upon them to remember thoſe 
| that Have the Rule over them, he 
cannot, in any common Senſe or Conſtruction, 
be underſtood to mean it of thoſe who were then 
at that Time their Guides and Inſtructors, but 
of thoſe who had borne that Relation to. them,. 
but were now departed out of this Life. | 
If that had been the true Meaning of the 
Apoſile, he would not have called upon. his 
faithful Converts to remember their pious Guides 
and Teachers, but to Bearlen 10 and obſerve 
chem; ſince Remembrance neceſſarily implies 


the 
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— 7 Sermon upon . Death 


the 7 of the Perſon recommended to o your 
Imitation. 

This is farther ſtrengthened by the Words 
which follow, who have ſpoken unto you the 
Word of God. For if the Apoſtle had meant it 
of their preſent Inſtructors, he would have ſaid, 
who do ſpeak, or are ſpeaking unto you the 
Word of God ; whereas he points out to them 
thoſe who had ſpoken the Words of Life among 
them, but were now gone to receive the Reward 
of their faithful Labours: And it ſeems probable, 
that the Apoſtle meant to call to their Remem- 
brance all their Paſtors, as many as had been 
Examples to them, at different Times and in 
different Places, as they ſucceeded one another 
in this important Charge. 

Laſtly, This Interpretation is clearly proved 
by the concluding Words of the Text; who/e 
Faith follow, confidering the End of their Conver- 
ſation. The End, that is, the Cloſe, or finiſhing 
Period of their Lives. For the original Word 

Tr an Exit, or Departure; and the Meaning 
of the whole may be thus given, . Whoſe End 
« or Departure conſidering again and again, 
Cc imitate: ye them in their Faith and Conſtancy.“ 

By 


| of the late Biſhop of Londen : 7 


By pointing thus at the End or Concluſion of 
their Lives, it is moſt probable that the Apoſtle 
had Reſpe& to the Perſecutions and Sufferings 
which often befel the true and ſincere Profeſſors. 
of Chriſtianity in that early Age of the Church : 
And therefore he exhorts them to remember their 
Guides, who had ſtood the fiery Trial, who had 
ſpoken to them faithfully the Word of God in 
the moſt difficult Times; having a ſpecial Regard 
to the Purity of their Doctrine, and the Sanctity 
of their Manners, and particularly to the laſt 
Act of all, their Stedfaſtneſs and Perſeverance 
unto Death for the Sake of Chriſt and his 
Goſpel. Wherefore, ſays the Apoſtle, calling 
to Mind their ſtedfaſt Perſeverance in the Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſt, do you imitate them, and 
keep the fame Faith, that your End and Depar- 

ture may be like that of them. 

What is to follow the End of ſuch a Conver- 
ſation St. Paul tells us, I have fought a good 
Fight, ¶ have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the 
Faith : Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will. give me at that Day. The. End of 

ſuch 
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ſuch a good Converſation | Joie will be the 

Beginning of a much exalted and refined Conver- 
ſation hereafter : And the happy Concluſion of 
this well-ſpent Life will bring on the juſt Reward. 
of it, Honour, Glory, and Immortality i in — | 
Life to come. 

Fake the Senſe of the Words at one View 
from the Paraphraſe of the learned: Hammond: 
<«- Set before your Eyes the Biſhops and Gover- 
e nors that have been in your Church, and 
< preached the Goſpel to you; obſerve their 
„ Manner of Living, and their Perſeverance till 
cc Death; and make their Faith, their Perſe- 
ce verance, and Conſtancy in the Doctrine of 
< the Goſpel; the Wend you to imitate 
and tranſcribe.” _ 

The Uk 1 ſhall make of theſe Words will ba 
briefly to obſerve to you, 

Firſt, That we ought to propoſe — 
the Examples of good Men, in all Ages of the 
Church, for our Inſtruction and Imitation. 

Secondly, That we ought more particularly to 
call to mind the Faith and Doctrine, the Life 
and Converſation of the Apoſtles and primitive 
Teachers of Chriſtianity, as being the moſt pure 
and perfect Examples. er hs A 
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| ay hirdly, 'P bat it is uſeful alſo "I us to 
remember thoſe eminent Perſons of our own 
| Times, who have been remarkable in their 
Generation for Learning and Piety, and other 
exemplary Virtues. 
Firſt I ſay, That we ought to propoſe tc to our- 
ſelves the Examples 'of good Men in all Ages of 
the Church for our Inſtruction and Imitation. 
For Men are very. much led by Example and the 
Power of Authority. Few Men, very few - 
indeed, are able to chalk out a Rule'to them- 
ſelves in every Part of their Conduct. It requires 
greater. Capacity and. more Leiſure than moſt 
Men either can, or are willing to make uſe of 
for that Purpoſe. There is a ſhorter Way of 

| coming at the Truth of Things than by Inveſti- 
gation; and that is by Inſtruction and Example. 
And happy is it for the Bulk of Mankind, that 
there is ſuch an eaſy Method of attaining Know- 
ledge ; for without it they muſt have remained 
ignorant all the Days of their Life. They are 
much beholden — to thoſe induſtrious 
Guides for their laborious Search into Things; 
for teaching them the Nature and Uſe of all 
temporal Bleſſings, and for inſtructing them in 
1 * n 
k | 
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the Knowledge and Practice of Things ſpiritual 
and eternal. So that relying upon the Capacity 
and Integrity of ſueh faithful Inſtructors, Men 
have before them a ſecure Rule to walk by in the 
Imitation of thoſe great and ſhining Examples. 
Only here remains ſome Difficulty in the Caſe; 
how Men may be able ſo to judge of the Capacity 
and Integrity of their Inſtructors, as to be certain 
that they may not be miſled or deceived. For 
as theſe are only fallible Men whom they are 
adviſed thus to follow, it may eafily happen that 
they may be miſtaken, though very ſincere: 
And then the Example, inſtead of being uſeful, 
will become very prejudicial and dangerous to 
thoſe that follow it. But the Anſwer is eaſy to 
this Objection; that there is an eternal Law of 
right Reaſon and Truth, by which almoſt all 
Men are capable of diſtinguiſhing between Good 
and Evil; and the Holy Scriptures alſo holding 
out to them a plain and perfect Rule of Faith 
and Manners, they cannot fail in moſt Inſtances, 
by the Light of their own Reaſon and the Rule 
which the Scriptures afford, to make a competent 
Judgment whether the Inſtruction given and the 
— held forth be true or falſe, good or 


evil : 
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evil: Moſt Men retaining ſo much of a natural 
Sagacity and Judgment within them, as to be 
able to diſcern, whether a Propoſition or a Fact 
be right or wrong, true or falſe, though they 
may not be able to prove it in a rational Way by 
Argument and Deduction. At the fame Time 
it muſt be owned, 

Secondly, That we ought more particularly 
to call to mind, and rely on for our Imitation, 
the Faith and Doctrine, the Life and Conver- 
ation of the Apoſtles and primitive Teachers of 
Chriſtianity, as being the moſt pure and perfect 


Indeed the Example of Chriſt himſelf is every 
where in Scripture exhibited to us as the Pattern 
we ought to imitate. ; And by keeping ſtrictly 
to that Rule which che has ſet us we cannot 
miſtake. + He did no Sin, neither was Guile | 
faund in bis Mouth. He partook indeed of the 
Infirmities of human Nature, but without Sin; 
he practiſed all the Duties of human Obedience, 
but without Tranſgreſſion. So that bearing all 
the Infirmities of human Nature, he is imitable 


_ Men; and preforming ol the Duties of human 
4 
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Obedience, he is a perfect Example and Rule to 
Men in their moral Conduct and Behaviour: 
And thoſe who follow him are in no . of 
being miſguided or deceived. 

Tjhe Apoſtle in the Text does not indeed call 
us to the Imitation of Chrift : Yet there are 
many Paſſages in this Epiſtle where that Duty is 
ſtrongly enforced. * Mie have not an High Prizft, 
ſays he, which cannot be touched with.the Feeling of 
our 1. nfirmities ; ; but was in all Points tempted, 
like as we are, yet without Sin. He exhorts us 
| likewiſe + 70 lool unto Feſus, the Author and 
Finiſher of our Faith: And calls us to confider 
him that endured ſuch Contradi&ion of Sinners 
againſt himſelf, to keep us from being wearied 

and faint in our Minds. 
But it was not the Deſign ef the Apoſtle in 

this Place to call his Hebrew Converts to the 
Imitation of Chrift. They were in Danger of 
ſuffering for the ſake of the Goſpel ;- and he 
calls to their Remembrance, 'not the Example of 
Chriſt, leſt that ſhould be too high a Pattern, 
but the Example of the Apoſtles and other later 
Teachers of the Chriſtian the Paſtors 


EY and 
— | — 
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and Biſhops of their own Time and Place, in 
ſhort, the Example of their own Friends and 
Fellow-Labourers in the Lord, in order the 
more effectually to ſtir up their Faith and Con- 
ſtancy to undergo the like Trials. The Time 
when this Epiſtle was written was not far from 
the Age of Chriſt. The Apoſtles of our Lord 
were eminent Examples for the People to follow, 
having received their Doctrine from Chriſt him- 
ſelf. + Be ye Followers of me, ſays St. Paul, 
even as I alſo am of Chrifi. 7 Brethren, be 

Followers together of me, and mark them which 
wall ſo as ye have us for an Example. And thoſe 
| Rulers, whom the Hebrews were exhorted to 
remember, were alive in the Time of our Saviour, 
and might probably be of his Diſciples ; at leaſt, 
they muſt certainly have been Followers of the 
Apoſtles, and ee muſt have been 
ſuch Guides, as were perfectly inſtructed in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and worthy of a ric Imi- 
tation. 

But, Thirdly, Though we 5 fot x pretend 
to bring modern Characters into Compariſon 


with primitive Examples, ſince we may be de- 
5 ceived 


| + I Cor. xi. 1. 1 Philip. ii. 7. 
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ceived in the Copy we take from them; yet 
thus far we may venture to ſay, That it is uſcful 
alſo to remember thoſe eminent Perſons of our 
own Age, who have been remarkable in their 
Generation for Learning and Picty, and other 
exemplary Virtues. 
We cannot indeed be ſaid to remember the 
Apoſtles, or thoſe who wrote and taught the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity in the primitive Times:: 
But by careful Reading of their Writings, and 
an exact Imitation of their Examples, it is poſ- 
ſible even now to attain to a great Underſtanding 
of the Scriptures, and a very clear Perception. 
of the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and to a great 
Degree of Purity and Holineſs of Life. And when - 
that is accompliſhed by any Perſon of ſuperior 
Parts and Abilities, and of equal Goodneſs and In- 
tegrity, as he has attained to a very happy Imi- 
tation of the Antients, ſo is he worthy of the 
Imitation of thoſe of his own Time, oo may 
be fingled out as one of thoſe rare Examples 
which once in an Age bleſſes the World with its 
Preſence, and, like the Sun, by its benign In- 
Mende gives Light and Warmth to all around 3 ie. 


1 While 
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While our Minds are employed upon this 
Subject, how does it bring to our Remembrance 
that moſt excellent Prelate, lately departed from 
amongſt us, who filled this Place with ſo much 
Dignity for ſo great a Number of Years, and 
who was all that Time an admirable Pattern and 
Example of that Character deſcribed in the Text! 
He long had the Rule over you; he had long 
Spoken unto you the Word of God; and I can with 
Boldneſs call you to the Imitation of his Faith, 
and to the Confideration of the End, or Con- 
ſequence, of his Converſation among you. 

He was the Son of a moſt eminent Father, 
who was no leſs diſtinguiſhed in the laſt Age, 
than the Son has been in this: And what is very 
remarkable, this Place has enjoyed the Benefit of- 
their Inſtruction for more than ſeventy Years; 
Could I draw a Compariſon between them, and 
place them before you in their proper Light, 
what an. illuſtrious Example ſhould I exhibir for 
your Imitation! But I find how difficult the 
Taſk is, and muſt be careful not to exceed my 
Strength. Yet ſomething muſt be ſaid, and 
Gratitude conſtrains me to attempt it. For, to 
e the Words of one of theſe Worthies upon 

| a like 
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a like * Occaſion, © To be unconcerned for the 
« Death of our deareſt Friends, or greateſt 
« Patrons and Benefactors; not to pay Nature's 
« Tribute to their Memories in a Sigh and a 
« Tear; not to preſerve their Idea freſh in our 
Minds, and to think with ſome Uneaſineſs of 
« thoſe happy Hours which their Converſation 


„ ſweetened ; to part with our Friends as if we 


« ſuffered nothing by their Loſs, and were as 
« well without them; is ſo far from being a 
« Virtue, that ſuch a Man i is incapable of 5 
« a Friend.” 

I know very well that Diſcourſes of this Sort 
may be liable to great Objections: And it may 
be allowed, that in Times paſt this Practice has 
been much too frequent; where Commendations 
have been thrown out upon all alike, and the 
Praiſes ſung of every Perſon of a common and 
ordinary Virtue. But in this Audience, and 
upon this Occaſion, I am not afraid of any fuch 
Cenſure. Where Characters are diſtinguiſhable, 
and have been remarkably eminent, as burning | 
and ſhining Examples to the World, there it 
becomes a Duty tc to let fuch Lights fo ſhine before 


Men, 


- ® Dean e — upon the Death of Queen Mary. 
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Men, on fs to place thoſe Charadters i in the Sight 
of Men, that their good Works "nay: be feen, and 
our Father glorified in Heaven.“ 

The great Difficulty of all is, how to ſet thoſe 


Characters before Men in ſuch a Light, as that 


they may be ſeen and obſerved by them: The 
more exalted any Perſon is in Worth and Dignity, 
it being the more difficult to diſplay and ſet it 
forth: And I confeſs I undertake it, not with- 
out juſt Apprehenſions. Indeed nothing but 
their own Eloquence can give them their - due- 
Commendation ; and therefore let their own Yorks 

praiſe them in the Gates. + h 
The Father of the Biſhop diſtinguiſhed 52 
ſelf, as a Divine of the Church of England, ſome 
few Years after the Reſtoration. About'the Time 
that he was made Maſter of the Temple, Popery 
lifted up its Head, and began openly to diſplay 
itſelf, and to ſet up not only for a Toleration, 
but an Eſtabliſhment. Then it was that ſeveral 
eminent Divines -entered into an Agreement to 
ſtand up together in Defence of the Church of 
England againſt all her Adverſaries, and parti- 
cularly her * 850 And he was ſingled 
C out 
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out to undertake a very conſiderable Part in that 
Controverſy. With what Succeſs he executed it 
is well known to all. In ſhbrt, his Writings 
were received with fo much Applauſe, that when 
the happy Revohition came about, and the 
Church and State were both eſtabliſhed again, 
he was thought worthy of any Honour, and 
was made Dean of St. Paul s. He wrote like- 
wiſe many other Pieces of the Controverſial 

But after this happy Eſtabliſhment of Affairs, 
he began to give himſelf up intirely to other 
Topics. He had been all his Life a conſtant 
Preacher ; and, no doubt, had delivered at Times 
_ thoſe Diſcourſes from the Pulpit, which he after- 
wards publiſhed from the Preſs. But it was now, 
in this retired Leiſure which he had obtained, 
that he reviſed thoſe Diſcourſes, and made them 
public, on the Subjects of Dearth, Fudgment, 
Providence, and a Future State. There did the 
' pious Chriſtian ſhine forth in him in its greateſt 
Perfection: And while he fo gloriouſly diſplayed 
the Divine Attributes and the Scheme of Man's 
Redemption, he had the Satisfaction to find all 
Secs and Parties conſenting to it, and applaud- 


\ ing 
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ing his Work, 0 neceſſary for all, for the Sal- 
vation of his own Soul and of them that heard 
him. By them be, being dead, yet ſpealethb. Let 
me therefore call upon you to remember him, 
to read thoſe Works which he hath ſpoken unto. 
you, to follow bis Faith, and to 92 der the End 
of bis Conver ſation. 

And. here give me Leave to obſerve a Simili- 
tude of Circumſtances between his Son and him. 
It pleaſed God: to prolong the Son's Days even. 
beyond thoſe of his Father, to preſerve to him. 
his great Underſtanding, and to give him Leiſure 
to review his incomparable Diſcourſes, and to 
make them fit for that Reception which the 

World has given. them. He too has had his 
Controverſy, and that carried on with Warmth: 
and Spirit; but without any Injury to his 
Temper, or any Interruption to his Thoughts 
and Mind. His Father lived in more difficult 
Times, had much to ſtruggle with, and perhaps 
had more of Labour in his Compoſition. The 
Son was more bright and brilliant, and carried: 
a greater Compaſs of Thought and Genius along 
with him. The one wrote with great Care and 
— as having many Adverſaries to 

„ contend 
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contend with; the other with greater Eaſe and 
Freedom, as riſing ſuperior to all Oppoſition. 
But I fay, and I ſay it without any Diminution 
to their great Abilities, that it has been a Hap- 
pineſs to them both, that they outlived thoſe 
Times of Controverſy in which they were en- 
gaged: And it certainly is likewiſe a great Ad- 

vantage to the World, that they had Leiſure and 
cool Reflection to review their admirable Works; 
by which they are become ſo eminent in all 
practical Knowledge, and have eaſily, each in 
their reſpective Age, made their Way into Men's 
Eſteem and Affection. For, as they were uſeful 
to the World in their Lives, their Names ſurvive, 
and are, and ever will be had in Honour. Their 
Bodies are buried in ag: Grave, but their Name 
liveth for evermore. 

Indeed the Son 4h much. the Advantage of 
his Father, in reſpect to the Time and other 
Circumſtances of his Life: not to ſay, what 
I believe muſt be owned by all, that his natural 
Abilities and Talents were much greater. Ho 
wiſe was he in his Youth, and as a Flood filled with 
U EN His Soul Covered the whole Earth, 

„ee 1rd 
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and he filled it with dark Parables. His Mame 
went far unto the Iſlands; and the Countries 
marvelled at him for his Songs, and Proverbs, 
and Parables, and Interpretations ! © 

He was made Maſter of the Temple very young, 
upon the Reſignation of his Father; and was 
obliged to apply himſelf cloſely to Buſineſs, and 
take infinite Pains to qualify himſelf for that 
honourable Employment: Which he effectually 
did in the Courſe of a few Years, and became 
one of the moſt celebrated Preachers of that 
Time. Thus did he labour early in the Word 
and Doctrine, and approve himſelf a Workman 
that need not be aſhamed; thoroughly furniſhed, 
and bringing out of his Treaſure Things new and 
altogether inimitable. And thus, before he was 
forty Years old, was he poſſeſſed of a Set of as 
fine Compoſitions, ' as this Age, or any other 
Age or Nation, has ever produced: I mean thoſe 
Diſcourſes lately publiſhed; and I ſpeak it with 
more Confidence, becauſe the WR has ſet to 
its Seal that this is true. | 
In this Station he continued many Years, 
e conſtantly, rightly dividing the Word 
of God, and promoting the Salvation of Souls, 


For 
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For his Preaching was with Power ; not only in 
the Weight of his Words and Argument, but in 
the Force and Energy with which it was de- 
livered. For though his Voice was not melo- 
dious, but accompanied rather with a Thickneſs 
of Speech, yet were his Words uttered with fo. 
much Propriety, and with ſuch Strength and 
Vehemence, that he never failed to take Poſſeſſion 
of his whole Audience, and ſecure their Atten- 
tion. This powerful Delivery of Words fo 
weighty and important, as his always were, 
made a ſtrong Impreſſion upon the Minds of his 
Hearers, and was not ſoon forgot. And I doubt 
not but many of you ſtill remember the excellent 
Inſtruction you have heard, from n to your: 
great Comfort. 
About this Time alſo it was, that he publiſhed 
his much-admired Diſcourſes upon the Uſe and 
Intent of Prophecy, which did ſo much Service 
to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, then openly attacked | 
by ſome daring Unbelievers. 
Upon the Acceſſion of his late Majeſty to the 
Throne, he was ſoon diſtinguiſhed ; and, with. 
another truly eminent Divine , advanced to the 
: Bench: 
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Bench: Where he fat with great Luſtre foe many 
Years ; in Matters of Difficulty and nice Diſcern- 
ment ſerving his King and Country, and the 
Church over which he preſided, with uncommon 
Zeal and Prudence. Indeed ſuch was his Diſ- 
cretion and great Judgment, that all Ranks of 
Perſons were deſirous of knowing his Opinion in 
every Caſe: And by his quick and ſolid Judg- 
ment of Things he has been able to do great 
Good to many Individuals, and very fignal 
Services to his Country. For indeed he had a 
vaſt and capacious Mind, taking at once into 
his Comprehenſion the Whole of Things, and 
forming a ſettled Judgment of them at one View, 
by a kind of Intuition. And as this made him 
very capable of giving Advice, ſo it was ſure to 
bring. him much Trouble of that Sort ; Which 
he:chearfully ſubmitted to, reſolving the Doubts, 
and anſwering the Caſes of thoſe that conſulted 
him both at home and abroad. | 
All this Time, while he was thus taken up in 

the Buſineſs of the Station to which he was 
advanced, he yet continued to preach to his 
Congregation during Term; and in the Vacation 
. conſtantly went down to viſit and to reſide in his 
"3 30 Dioceſe : 
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Dioceſe: Where he ſpent his Time in the moſt 
exemplary Manner; in a decent Hoſpitality ; in 
repairing his Churches and Houſes, wherever he 
went; in converſing with his Clergy, and in 
giving them and their People proper Directions, 
as the Circumſtances of Things required: And 
this he has done in a Courſe of Charges, com- 
poſed with that Knowledge of Men and of 
Things, as will do him equal Honour with any 
other of his Diſcourſes, whenever they ſhall * 
publiſhed. 

And thus did this ene Man lay himſelf out 
for the Public Good; always buſy, always em- 
ployed, ſo long as God gave. him Health and 
Strength to go through thoſe various and impor- 
tant Offices of Life, which were committed to 
his Care. 

But now, though his Mind and be 
remained in full Vigor, Infirmities of Body began 
to creep very faſt upon him. And then it was 
that he declined, when offered him, the higheſt 
-Honours of this Church, becauſe he was ſenſible, 
through the Infirmities he felt, he ſhould never 
be able to give that perſonal Attendance, which 
chat great Office requires. And this alſo induced 
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him afterwards to accept the Charge of this 
Dioceſe wherein we live, becauſe his Buſineſs. 
would be at home and about him, and would 
require no long Journies, for which he found 
himſelf very unfit. And certain it is, that for 
the firſt' three or four Years he applied himſelf 
cloſely to Buſineſs, and made one general Viſi- 
tation of his Dioceſe in Perſon: Nay he extended 
his Care to the Parts abroad, and began a Cor- 
reſpondence there, which would have been very 
uſeful to the Church, if his Health had permitted | 
him to carry it on: But about that Time it 


pleaſed God to viſit Glen with a very dangerous 


Illneſs, from which indeed he recovered, but 
with almoſt the total Loſs of the Uſe of his 
Limbs: And ſoon after his Speech failing him, 
he was conſtrained to give over the Exerciſe of 
his Function and Office, and was even deprived 
of the Advantages of a free Converſation. 
But though he was thus obliged to provide 
for the Miniſterial Office, yet he ſtill: took care 
himſelf of the Diſpatch of Buſineſs. For the 
Mind was yet vigorous and ſtrong in this weak 
Body, and partook of none of its Infirmities. 


He never parted with the Adminiſtration of 
| D Things 
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T hipgs. out of his own Hands, 3 required 
an exact Account of every Thing that was tranſ- 
acted. And where the Buſineſs was of Import- 
ance and Conſequence enough, he would dictate 
Letters, and give Directions about it himſelf. 
Under all his Infirmities, his Soul broke through 
like the Sun from a Cloud, and was viſible to 
every Eye. There was Dignity in his Aſpe& 
and Countenance to the very laſt, His Reaſon 
fat enthroned within him, and no one could 
approach him without having his Mind filled 
with that Reſpect and Veneration that was due to 
ſo. great a Character. + My Father, my Father, 
the Chariot of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof | 
We have loſt a 'Troop, a whole Army, in him. 
All good Men, but eſpecially Men of extraor- 
dinary Wiſdom and Piety, are the Guard and 
Defence of the Country where they live. They 
are the Security and Support of a Nation. For, 
as it is faid of Jacob, * By their Strength they have 
Power with God: and ſo theſe Words are rendered 
by ſome Interpreters, Thou waſt better to Iſrael 
by thy Prayers, than Chariots and Horſemen, 
And thus having given you ſome ſhort Account 
of 
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of this great Prelate's public Life and Character, 

in very imperfect Sketches; it may be expected 
that ſomewhat ſhould be ſaid of his private Ac- 
compliſhments and Virtues, of his Learning and 
Piety, Munificence and Charity: In which there 
is ample Room to enlarge and expatiate. But 
Characters ſo exalted are not ſo eaſily compre- 
hended and deſcribed. - To do Juſtice to ſuch a 
Character requires a Mind and Comprehenſion 
as great as that of him you would recommend. 
I readily confeſs myſelf unequal to ſuch an Un- 
dertaking: Nor can much be ſaid in a Diſcourſe 
like this upon ſo large and copious a Subject. 
Yet ſomething I may be allowed to ſay, from an 
Experience of twenty Years in which I have had 
the Honour to ſerve him. 

His Learning was very extenſive : God had 
given him a great and an underſtanding Mind, 
a quick Comprehenſion, and a folid Judgment. 
Theſe Advantages of Nature he improved by 
much Induſtry and Application; and in the 
early Part of his Life had read and digeſted well 
the antient Authors both Greek and Latin, the 
Philoſophers, Poets and Orators ; from whence 
he acquired that correct and elegant Stile, which 
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appears in all his Compoſitions. His Knowledge 
in Divinity was obtained from the Study of the 
moſt rational Writers of the Church, both antient 
and modern : And he was particularly fond of 
comparing Scripture with Scripture, and eſpe- 
cially of illuſtrating the Epiſtles and Writings of 
the Apoſtles, which he thought wanted to be 
more ſtudied, and of which we have ſome Spe- 
cimen in his own Diſcourſes. His Skill in the 
Civil and Canon Law was very conſiderable; to 
which he had added ſuch a Knowledge of the 
Common Law of England as few Clergymen 
attain to. This it was that gave him that In- 
fluence in all Cauſes where the Church was con- 
-cerned, as knowing preciſely what it had to claim 
from its Conſtitutions and Canons, and what 
from the Common Law of the Land. 
It is too much for me to trace his Character 
through all the Parts of Learning in which he 
excelled: Let me paſs on therefore to other 
Accompliſhments. His Piety was conſtant and 
exemplary, and breathed the true Spirit of the 
Goſpel. His Zeal was warm and fervent in 
explaining the great Doctrines and Duties of 
Chriſtianity, and in maintaining and eſtabliſhing 
1. 1 1t 
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it upon the moſt folid and ſure Foundations. 
Witneſs thoſe Diſcourſes written purpoſely in 
Defence of Chriſtianity, in which the Argument 
for the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion is carried 
to its utmoſt Height. And he not only taught, 
but practiſed the Religion of Jeſus in all the 
Parts of a moſt holy Life. 

His Munificence and Charity was large and 
diffufive ; not confined to Particulars, but ex- 
tended in general to all that could make out any 
Juit Claim to it. 

The Inſtances of his public Charities, both i in 
his Life-time and at his Death, are great and 
like himſelf: He has given large Sums of Money 
to the Corporation of Clergymen's Sons, to ſeveral 
of the Hoſpitals, and to the. Society for Pro- 
pagating the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. And at 
the Inſtance of the ſaid Society, he conſented to 
print at his own Charge an Impreſſion of two 
thouſand Sets of his valuable Diſcourſes at a very 
conſiderable Expence. And they have been 
actually ſent to all the Iſlands and Colonies of 
America : And by the Care of the Governors 
and Clergy, it is hoped by this Time, that they 
are all eb diſtributed among the People. — | 
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. thoſe reſpective Colonies, to their great Improve- 
ment in the Knowledge of rational and practical 
Chriſtianity. And to mention one Inſtance more 
of his great Charity and Care for the Education 
of Youth ; he has given to Catharine-Hall in 
Cambridge, the Place of his Education, his valu- 
able Library of Books, and, in his Life-time and 
at his Death, Donations for the founding a Li- 
brarian's Place, and a Scholarſhip, to the Amount 
of ſeveral thouſand Pounds. ' 

Befide theſe, and many other public Influres 
of his Charity and Munificence which might be 
mentioned, the private Flow of his Bounty to 
many Individuals was conſtant and regular; and 
upon all juſt Occaſions he was ever ready to 
ſtretch forth his Hand towards the N eedy and 
Afflicted: Of which no one can bear Teſtimony 
better than myſelf, whom he often employed as 
the Diſtributor of it. 


He was indeed a Perſon of great Candor and 


Humanity, had a tender Feeling of Diſtreſs, ' 
and was eaſily touched with the Fe Fane of 
others. No Man was ever more happy in do- 
meſtic Life, and no one could ſhew greater 
Gentleneſs, Good-nature and Affection to all 
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around him. To his Servants he was a kind 
and tender Maſter; he knew how to reward 
Fidelity and Diligence; eſpecially in thoſe who 
had been long in his Service. They were care- 
ful over him, and he remembered their Care, 
by leaving a large Sum among them who had 
been neareſt about him during his Illneſs. 

His Patience and Reſignation under the af- 
flicting Hand of God was very exemplary and 
inſtructive. He never repined, he never com- 
plained, but ſubmitted chearfully to the Will of 
God. He ſeemed more grieved for the Care and 
Sorrow of thoſe about him, than for himſelf : 
And it was the great Obje& of his Defire in all 
his Indiſpoſition, by his eaſy and chearful Be- 
haviour, to ſooth her Sorrow, whoſe Affliction 
was too ſharp to be concealed, but ſhewed itſelf 
in too tender a Regard, even to the Danger of 
her Life. 

One Thing there was which ought, and in- 
deed. did much alleviate - the Concern of his 
Friends for him: That though he viſibly laboured 
under great Infirmities of Body, yet he was not 
in Pain. How much more grievous would it. 
have been to have ſeen him languiſhing upon the 
Bed 
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Bed of Sicknals od ith HEE vader the Weight 
of his oppreſſive Pain and Miſery ! How much 
greater Conſolation therefore ought it to be to 
us, that he fell in a good old Age, like Fruit 
that is ripe, like Corn that is ready for the Sickle, 
for that great Harveſt of the World, when all 
ſhall be gathered together before God and his 
Angels, and the Righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the 
Sun in the Kingdom of their Father | * — 
And now upon a Review'of the Whole, I am 
truly concerned to find, how little IJ have been 
able to ſay upon this great Subject, which may 
do any Juſtice to his Character. But I intreat 
you to accept it as a willing Attempt to pay my 
due Tribute to his Memory, and to ſet before 
you in ſome degree his good Qualities and Graces 
for your Imitation, and to call to your Remem- 
brance, as it is my immediate Duty, the many 
excellent Inſtructions you have heard from him. 
Remember therefore him who has had the Rule 
over you, who has ſpoken unto you the Word of 
God; whoſe Faith follow, confidering the End of bis 
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